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Professor Isha Mahammad
(1933-2021)

From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

The mostimportant occasion in the month of May this year has been the observance
of 239th Annual General Meeting along with the Awards Giving Ceremony, which has
fallen on 1st May—being the historic May Day. Among many other eminent Awardeesin
the multiple fields of their specializations, the Hon'ble President of India Smt. Droupadi
Murmu has been nominated by the Asiatic Society for Tagore Peace Award. The Honorary
Fellowship of the Society has been conferred on Swami Atmapriyananda Maharaj, Pro-
Vice-Chancellor, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational and Research Institute,
Belur, Howrah. The Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal, Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose, who is
also the Patron of the Asiatic Society, has kindly agreed to grace the occasion. We may
mention here that the former Governor of West Bengal, Sri Gopalkrishna Gandhi, has
been nominated for the award of Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque.

The month of May may be marked for birthdays of many luminaries of the world.
In our country alone (consider earlier Bengal in particular), an incidental coincidence
is observed in the fact that Raja Rammohun Roy (b. 22.05.1774), Rabindranath Tagore
(b. 09.05.1861) and Satyajit Ray (b. 02.05.1921) were born in the month of May.
Significantly, the remarkable contributions of all the three visionaries have been primarily
in the field of the universal humanism reflecting a pan-human understanding of cultures
and civilisations at a global level. Before | report in brief on some recent events, let me
mention that we remember with deep respect Professor Isha Mahammad, the immediate
former President of the Society, who expired on May 11,2021 as a victim of the COVID-19.

Our Society participated in an exhibition (Acharya P. C. Roy Vigyan Mela) organised
by West Bengal University of Animal and Fishery Sciences during March 16-18, 2023
and it received acclaim from the visitors. Professor Ashin Das Gupta Memorial Lecture
was organised in collaboration with Paschimbanga Itihas Samsad on 29.03.2023. The
lecture was delivered by Professor Rila Mukherjee, former Professor of history, University
of Hyderabad on 'Re-visiting Professor Ashin Das Gupta's studies on Oceanic Port Towns.
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, the President of the Society and myself participated
in a two-day Chinton Shivir at Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay Institute of Archaeology,
Greater Noida, U. P. during April 6-7, 2023. As the General Secretary | participated in
(i) International Workshop on Indian Knowledge System organised by Netaji Subhas Open
University, Kolkata on 24th March, 2023; (i) International Seminar on BRIMSTEK: 25 years
of Driving Force behind Neighbourhood Co-operation, organised by Institute of Social
and Cultural Studies, India in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of
India during March 25-26, 2023 at Hotel Taj Bengal, Kolkata; and (iii) Review Conclave
on the project 'Ethnographic Study on Bordering Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh; which
is a collaborative programme between The Asiatic Society and Rajiv Gandhi University,
Arunachal Pradesh and facilitated by the Eastern Command during April 27-28, 2023.

Friends, it appears that COVID is again knocking at our doors. Please observe all

safety measures and try to keep well. "

(S. B. Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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MEETING NOTICES '

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY

Founded in 1784
(An Institution of National Importance declared by an Act of Parliament)
&

(An Aut Organization under Ministry of Culture, Government of India)

1, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016
Phone : 2229-0779, 2249-7250,2229-7251, Fax: 033-2252-0600
Website: www.asiaticsocietykolkata.org

RefNo:44 Dated: 21.04.2023

NOTICE

The 239t Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Awards Giving Ceremony of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata will be held
on Monday, 15t May, 2023 at 05:00 p.m. at Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic Society as per the following schedule:

05.01 P.M. Invocation.

05.03 P.M. Felicitation to the Hon’ble Guest-in-Chief

05.05 P.M. Welcome Address by the General Secretary of the Asiatic Society.
05.11 P.M. Presidential Address by the President of the Asiatic Society.

05.26 P.M. Presentation of Medals/Plaques to the Recipients by Hon’ble Guest-in-Chief.
05.46 P.M. Address by Hon’ble Guest-in-Chief.

05.56 P.M. Vote of thanks by the Treasurer of the Asiatic Society.

05.59 P.M. National Anthem

Thereafter, the meeting will continue to transact the following business as per Regulation 50 (c) of the Asiatic
Society:
To hear the Annual Report of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata for the year 2022-23, prepared by the
Council, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 41, Clause (f);
To consider the Balance Sheet, the Audited Accounts and the Auditor’s Report of the Society for
the year 2021-22, referred to in Regulation 594, along with the observations of the Council
thereon, if any (The Audited Accounts, the Balance Sheet and the Auditor’s Report for the year
2021-22 have already been adopted in the Extra-ordinary General Meeting held on 31st October,
2022).

A notice of any motion arising out of the Annual Report and the other papers as aforesaid may be given at the
meeting or within seven days thereafter.
All the members are requested to kindly make it convenient to attend the said meeting and awardsgiving

ceremony.

wq_,m}\\'“

Date: 215 April, 2023 3 Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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MEETING NOTICES I

The Asiatic Society

Kolkata

Cordially invites you to the
239th Annual General Meeting
and
Awards Giving Ceremony
to be held at Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata
on Monday, 1st May 2023 at 5 p.m.

Dr. C.V. Ananda Bose
Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal and Patron of the Asiatic Society
will grace the occasion as Guest-in-Chief and present the awards to the recipients.

Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President of the Asiatic Society will preside over the function.

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 /&wmcﬂ*‘h
Dated:21.04.2023

B Chakrabarti)

General Secretary

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE
HELD ON 1ST MAY, MONDAY, 2023 AT THE VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TERMINATION OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT

AGENDA

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held on 3rd April, 2023.
2. Exhibition of presents made to the Society in April, 2023

3. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

4. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).

5. Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 /&wﬁ‘“‘“
Dated :21.04.2023 S
(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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LIST OF AWARDEES I

Names of the Recipients of different Medals,
Plaques and Lectureships of the Asiatic Society
for the year 2022

HONORARY FELLOW

Swami Atmapriyananda, Pro-Chancellor, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute (RKMVERI) has been elected as Honorary Fellow of the Asiatic Society
for the year 2022.

MEDAL/PLAQUE

1. TAGORE PEACE AWARD
Smt. Droupadi Murmu, Hon'ble President of India, for her Creative Contributions
to the Development of Human Understanding towards Peace.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE BIRTH CENTENARY PLAQUE
Professor Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee, Eminent Economist, for his Creative
Contributions to Human Culture.

PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR GOLD PLAQUE
Mr. Shahriar Kabir, Eminent Journalist, Filmmaker and Human Rights Activist of

Bangladesh, for his Significant Contribution to Contemporary Social issues.

INDIRA GANDHI GOLD PLAQUE
Shri Gopalkrishna Gandhi, Former Indian Administrator and Diplomat, for his
Important Contribution towards Human Progress.

ANNANDALE MEMORIAL MEDAL
Professor Kailash Chandra Malhotra, Retired Professor of Anthropology and
Human Genetics, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata, for his Important Contribution
to the Study of Anthropology in Asia.

BARCLAY MEMORIAL MEDAL
Dr.Viswanathan Mohan, Internationally Acclaimed Dialectologist and Scientist,
for his Important Contribution to the Development of Medical Science.

PROFESSOR SUKUMAR SEN MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL
Professor B.R.K. Reddy, Noted Linguist and Retired Professor of Linguistics,
Osmania University, for his Important Contribution in the Academic Field.

PAUL JOHANNES BRUHL MEMORIAL MEDAL
Professor Ramesh V Sonti, Eminent Indian Plant Geneticist, for his Important
Contribution in the Field of Botany.
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LIST OF AWARDEES I

MEGHNAD SAHA MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL
Professor Somak Raychaudhury, Indian Astrophysicist and Vice-Chancellor,
Ashoka University, for his Outstanding Contribution in the Field of Physics.

. PROFESSOR HEM CHANDRA RAYCHAUDHURI BIRTH CENTENARY GOLD MEDAL
Professor Shireen Moosvi, Eminent Historian and Retired Professor of Aligarh
Muslim University, for her Important Contribution in the Field of Indian History.

. PROFESSOR SUHRIT CHANDRA MITRA MEMORIAL PLAQUE
Professor Rama Charan Tripathi, Director and Professor, G B Pant Social Science
Institute, for his Outstanding Contribution in the Field of Psychology.

. RP CHANDA BIRTH CENTENARY MEDAL
Professor R N Misra, Eminent Art Historian, for his Important Contribution in
Archaeology and Art History.

. JOY GOBIND LAW MEMORIAL MEDAL
Professor Subhash Chandra Lakhotia, Eminent Cytogeneticist and Distinguished
Professor of Zoology and SERB Distinguished Fellow at Banaras Hindu University,
for his Important Contribution to the Knowledge of Zoology in Asia.

. S CCHAKRAVARTI MEDAL
Professor K Paddayya, Emeritus Professor, Deccan College Post-Graduate and
Research Institute, Pune, for his Important Contribution in the Field of Indian

Archaeology.

. SARAT CHANDRA ROY MEMORIAL MEDAL
Professor Gouranga P Chattopadhyay, Retired Professor of Behavioural Science,
Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, for his Important Contribution to Cultural
Anthropology.

. PRAMATHA NATH BOSE MEMORIAL MEDAL
Professor Dilip Saha, Professor, Geological Studies Unit, Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata, for his Important Contribution to Geology with special reference to Asia.

. SAILENDRA NATH AND MANJULA DEY MEMORIAL MEDAL
Dr. Anil Kumar Mandal, Eminent Ophthalmologist and Consultant at L. V. Prasad
Eye Institute, for his Important Contribution in the Field of Medical Science.

. G.S.I.SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL
Professor Rajesh K Srivastava, Professor of Geology, Institute of Science, Banaras
Hindu University, for his Outstanding Contribution in the Field of Earth Science.

. PRIYABRATA ROY MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL
Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay, Critic of Indian Art, Theatre and Film, for his Creative
Contribution to Drama.

. PROFESSOR NIRMAL NATH CHATTERJEE MEDAL
Dr. Rupam Ghosh, JSPS Fellow, The University of Tokyo, for his Important
Contribution to the Knowledge of Economic Geology.
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LIST OF AWARDEES I

21. SARATLAL BISWAS MEMORIAL MEDAL
Dr. Soumi Chattopadhyay, UGC-Dr. D S Kothari Post Doctoral Fellow in
Department of Geology, Banaras Hindu University, for her Best Published Work
in Mineralogy and Petrology.

LECTURESHIP

1. PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR LECTURESHIP
Professor Pabitra Sarkar, Eminent Educationist and Former Vice-Chancellor,
Rabindra Bharati University, for his Significant Contribution in the Field of
Humanities.

RAJA RAJENDRALAL MITRA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Vashishtha Narayan Jha, Eminent Indologist and Padma Shri Awardee,
for his Notable Contribution in the Field of Indological Studies.

INDIRA GANDHI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Swami Suparnananda, Secretary Maharaj, The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of
Culture, Golpark, for his Significant Contribution in the Field of Cultural Pluralism.

PROFESSOR SUNITI KUMAR CHATTERJI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Ch. Yashawanta Singh, Retired Professor of Linguistics, Manipur
University, for his Significant Contribution in the Field of Linguistics.

DR. SATYENDRA NATH SEN MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Shruti Tambe, Head, Department of Sociology, Centre for Advanced
Studies, Savitribai Phule Pune University, for her Significant Contribution in the
Field of Social Science.

DR. PANCHANAN MITRA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Vijoy S. Sahay, Retired Professor, Department of Anthropology,
University of Allahabad, , for his Significant Contribution in the Field of Anthropology.

ABHA MAITI MEMORIAL ANNUAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Rama Kundu, Professor of English, Burdwan University,for her
Significant Contribution towards Development of Indian Women.

DR. BIMANBEHARI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Mrinal Kanti Gangopadhyay, Retired Professor, Department
of Sanskrit, University of Calcutta, for his Notable Contribution in the Field of
Sanskrit Literature in Medieval India.

SWAMI PRANAVANANDA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
Professor Dilip Kumar Mohanta, Professor of Philosophy, University of Calcutta
and Former Vice Chancellor, University of Kalyani, for his Significant Contribution
in the Field of Religion and Culture.

10. SUDHA BASU MEMORIAL BIENNIAL LECTURESHIP
Shri Dipok Dey, Renowned Artist, Philatelist and Journalist from Kolkata, for his
Significant Contribution in the field of Fine Arts and Culture.
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Pluralism and Multiculturalism in Indian Society*

Inarecentwriting, David Crystal (Language
Death, 2000), spoke about the alarming
rate at which languages are disappearing.
Languages have been disappearing since
long, but what is new is the rapidity of its
pace for disappearance. As he estimated, of
the world’s 6000 languages, 3000 would be
gone in the next 50 years as the last speakers
of those languages would disappear. The
process is all too familiar. As these people
are coming in contact with a dominant
language --- either regional or national --- they
slowly adapt this major language, develop
bilingualism, which dies out in subsequent
generation as the original language is taken
as a source of weakness or embarrassment.
As a result, linguistic diversity is diminishing
on a global scale.

The same argument is frequently made at
a broader level about culture, taken broadly
as a way of life of ethnic groups. There is
the globalization of consumption pattern,
entertainment pattern, dressing pattern,
pattern regarding the way of life etc. The
upshot of these global trends is the death
of the local creativity and local cultural
products and their replacement by products
reflecting western cultural preferences. These
changes initiate even greater changes in

the outlook and orientation of people, their
artistic and cultural performances. It can be
said that modernization seems to have led
throughout the world in a decline of those
characteristic features of culture by which the
identity of ethnic groups is mostimmediately
recognized.

C.W.Watson has argued and shown
(Multiculturalism, 2002) that these types of
culturalloss are not, of course confined to the
countries of the developing world only where
culture contact and post-colonialism seem
to spell the death of Indigenous traditions.
Factors such as the loss of traditional way
of life, modernization and the decline
of specialized crafts and skills, increased
mobility resulting in the loss of traditional
neighbourhood --- all these result in the loss
of traditional community along with the
decline of its traditional distinctive cultures.

Theories of Plural Society

The notion of governance of multicultural
societies covers a wide range of geographical
and historical situations. It is often used
interchangeably with the term of pluralism.
Though the notion of pluralism or plural
society has a distinctive usage in the study
of colonial and post-colonial societies yet, in

*  Address of the President, The Asiatic Society, in the 239th Annual General Meeting of the Society

on 01.05.2023.
[
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN J

this write up, we can use the two terms Plural
society’ and ‘Multicultural society; as having
the same connotation. The foundation of
the theory of plural society was laid by J. S.
Furnivall writing primarily about Indonesia
and by M. G. Smith writing about British West
India. Furnivall draws our attention to the
existence of separate racial communities in
Indonesia following their own rules in their
own lives but uniting among themselves by
the logic of market forces. The brutal world
of the market place is coupled with the
existence of the separate communities. As
Furnivall points out, ‘In Burma as well as in
Java, probably the first thing that strikes the
visitor is the medley of peoples, European,
Chinese, Indian and native. It is in the strict
sense a medley for them to mix but not
to combine. Each group holds by its own
religion, its own culture, its own ideas and
ways. As individuals they meet but only in the
Market place in buying and selling. There is
a plural society with different sections of the
community living side by side but within the
same political unit’

Smith addresses a somewhat different
situation in British West indies where he
argues for a theory of pluralism to reset
against the general theory of functionally
integrated society, which had been
developed by Malinowski in Anthropology
and Talcott Parsons in Sociology. Smith’s
theory emphasizes the role of political
institutions rather than economic ones
in binding the society together. He takes
into consideration two structural aspects
of the colonial societies. On the one hand,
there is a set of institutions binding all
individuals together in a single society;
on the other, there are those which bind
together the members of each of the separate
communities. Each group has a separate set
of institutional arrangement but the overall
solidarity is maintained by the political unit.
The uniqueness of this formulation is that it
seems to ignore the role of the market place
and division of labour in binding the groups

8 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023

and their individual members together in a
single society. The political is emphasized to
the exclusion of the economic.

Dissatisfaction with the theories put
forward by Furnivall or Smith, led to the
formulation of separate theories which were
system specific, e.g. colonial societies or the
process of change in post-colonial societies.
As far as the colonial social systems are
concerned, a detailed account of colonial
pluralism has been formulated by John Rex,
who has done this under three headings,
viz, precolonial social formations, the basic
forms of economic exploitation in colonial
societies by the metropolitan power and the
colonial systems of stratification. But when
such societies become free from colonial
control, the post-colonial social forms may
take unique character by a combination
of such factors as economic liberalization,
political independence, settler governed
post-colonial societies, incorporation into
the world system and the new processes
of the class struggle and the revolution. A
combination of all or some of these factors
may result into a country specific situation
which separates each society from others as
far as the phenomenon of multiculturalism
is concerned.

Whatever may be the theoretical
orientation, the post-colonial and the post-
Second World War situation has witnessed
the explosion in ethnic identities resulting
in the dismemberment of many established
state systems and creation of dozens of
new states. Erstwhile Soviet Russia which
consisted of so many ethnic groups spread
over a wide range of territory and existing
as separate provincial states, maintained its
overall national unity even after granting
the extreme right of secession to each of
the individual states in the Soviet system.
But this system fell like a pack of cards
after the fall of the Soviet Union. The East-
European countries similarly witnessed an
explosion in ethnic identities resulting in the
creation of so many new states. The term
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‘Balkanization’which had its origin in Europe
itself, has become an accepted vocabulary in
denoting the situation of dismemberment of
existing state systems based on multicultural
identities.

Multiculturalism in Contemporary India

In India, multicultural concerns have been
a major part of our history and traditions,
our own constitutional arrangements and
political governance. The basic reality of our
society and politics at present, as well as
in the past is the living together of people
belonging to various ethnic groups across
religion, region, language, caste, creed or
similar such divisions among people. If there
is any deviation from this norm of coexistence
that is to be treated as aberration, not a
regular part of living. But multiculturalism,
as a term of scholarly discourse of society
and politics in India, is of a very recent
origin. It originated in the 1990s, when some
scholars felt the need to respond with the
Indian experience in the global debate on
the subject.

The question is how India, which is a vast
multi-ethnic country, in terms of religion,
language, community, caste and tribe,
could survive as a state in spite of apparent
conditions of under development like
poverty, illiteracy, inequality and regional
disparity. In the instance of the failure of less
diverse and less plural post-colonial societies,
what accounts for India’s success in retaining
its political structure, in maintaining unity
amidst diversity?

Multiculturalism : Demographic and
Ideological

The demographic basis of multiculturalism
has been that being the most populous
country, socially and culturally it is the
most diverse in the world. Religionwise, it is
dominated by the Hindus (over 82%) who
are tolerant, plural in beliefs and practices,
accommodative and adjustive to other
religious groups, India’s population has

included a large proportion of Muslims (over
14%) who are in some places regionally
strong as well as the Sikhs, Buddhists,
Christians and Jains.

The linguistic division of peopleis also very
sharp and occasionally a source of tensions
and disputes. In spite of Hindi being strong
and a widely speaking language in India,
the regional languages are also very strong
and have a solid tradition of developing and
flourishing for centuries. Though India is
the home of some hundred languages and
dialects, till now 18 languages have been
officially recognized and placed under the
eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

The diversity of the people based on
ethno-linguistic and ethno-religious groups
has also been addressed through major
reorganization of states and territories in
the 1950s and 1960s, although within each
one of them there exists strong religious
and linguistic minorities. It is important to
note that this process of reorganization of
states is still active and - political motives in
some cases notwithstanding—one can say
that the states reorganization has become
a viable part of multicultural state building
process in India. To describe the situation
metaphorically, it may be said that India
is an indestructible union consisting of
destructible states. The reorganization of
states has remained in the hands of the union,
which the union government has used very
often to accommodate regional demands.

Again, to accommodate the tribal
diversities, who constitute a large number
of population in India, some constitutional
devices have been introduced so that the
tribes can administer them on their own.
For example, the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution contains provisions relating to
the Administration of Tribal Areas in the States
of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
The primary purpose and idea behind
establishing these bodies were to ensure the
protection and preservation of tribal culture.
These ADCs (Autonomous District Councils)
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are empowered to make laws in the areas
under their jurisdiction, covering every aspect
relevant to the tribal and indigenous groups,
including land cultivation, inheritance,
forests, customs and traditions. They are also
empowered to collect revenues adhering to
land and other taxes.

This device of ensuring self-government
for the tribal groups and allowing maximum
autonomy for them in maintaining their
own culture and traditions has kept the
tribal groups happy and contented. Many
of the tribal groups which had assumed a
belligerent posture at the beginning of Indian
independence subsequently accepted the
offer of autonomous existence within the
union. An example of such success story
of conversion from a belligerent posture
to the path of participation in the process
of nation building is the case of Nagaland.
The Naga ethnic groups posed perhaps the
most powerful challenge to the nascent state
in India, which after protracted struggles
and negotiations ended in 1960 with the
establishment of a separate state of Nagaland
as a federal constituent unit of India. There
still continues the problems of uneven
distribution of various ethnic groups within
the borders of the states which have been
created. Sometimes in extreme cases, there
have been attempts at ‘ethnic cleansing’ to
getrid of the ethnic minorities within a given
state or some vociferous demands for the
creation of additional new states. But it has
to be bourne in mind that these demands/
attempts are not directed against the nation
as such and do not cause a threat to national
integration.

All these devices are initiated and
implemented in order to protect the nation
and maintain its structure in the midst
of immense diversity. But the issue of
relationship between nationalism and
multiculturalism is not straight forward. At a
global level as also in India, they have been
awkwardly and dangerously entangled. An
emphasis on the one has often meant a
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reduction in the importance attached to the
others. Championing religion as the basis of
national unity would alienate and antagonize
those belonging to other religions, would
lead to the dangerous path of majoritarianism
and would work against the accepted ethos
of secularism as provided in the Constitution.
Protective Discrimination Policy for the SCs
and STs would alienate the forward castes
and could lead to ever increasing demand for
extending the benefits of reservation to many
other‘general caste’groups. Creation of small
states to accommodate the dominant ethno-
linguistic group could not solve the issue of
minorities living within the boundaries of
such small states. There is also the unresolved
issue of whether such small states are viable
enough to continue on their own. The recent
craze of championing one language as the
only official language and the only way to
ensure national unity is causing increasing
dissension among other linguistic groups
who feel alienated.

Alltheseindicate that nation buildinginthe
face of multiculturalism is a delicate exercise.
Multiculturalism stresses the importance of
cultural belongingness but it also legitimizes
the desire to maintain difference. Stressing
upon the processual nature of the whole
issue, Bhargava comments (Bhargava, Ret al.,
Multiculturalism, Liberalism and Democracy,
1999), ‘Multiculturalism helps in a complex
way since itinvolves a set of issues relating to
the need for community, a sense of belonging
to it, the importance of a secure identity,
of status and recognition, of particularity
and the need to recognize and maintain
difference with others’ (p.18).

In the Indian context, Bhargava
has identified three problems with
multiculturalism in so far as the identity
issue is concerned. First, overemphasis on
identity may backfire as it is likely to result
in the exclusion of people or‘others’from an
essential identity. Second, encouragement
of cultural particularity deepens division
and undermines the common foundation
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for a viable society. It may result in curbing
individual freedom by advocating aggressive
community power over individual freedom
and thus eroding the values of liberal
democracy. The solution of the problem
of identity in India, according to him, is
democratic multiculturalism.

There is a debate on the issue of the
logic of state intervention in pursuing the
rights of individuals or communities in the
face of the dominating and oppressive
beliefs and practices of other communities.
For example, there is the question of how
far the continuation of Muslim Personal
Law is justified which is quite contrary to
the beliefs and practices of other religious
communities. There are some, e.g. Bilgrami,
who hold that protecting such rights by
the states would amount to illiberalism
(Bilgrami, A, (1999) 'Secular Liberalism and
the Moral Psychology of Identity' in Bhargava,
R et al., Multiculturalism, Liberalism and
Democracy, Delhi, OUP). But Partha Chatterjee
holds that secular liberation should not
intervene to effectuate personal law reform.
It would imply forceful homogenization
in the face of opposing social beliefs and
practices.(Chatterjee, P, 1994—'Secularism
and Toleration in EPW, 9th July’). The issue is
political and has to be decided at the political
level.

The Ideological and Political Base of
Multiculturalism

The foregoing account shows that India
has been relatively successful in maintaining
the facade of unity despite gross differences
in orientations among different cultural
groups.This relative success can be explained
from two dimensions, viz, ideological and
political. The guidelines for constituting
such a national framework were framed at
the political level and there developed a
consensus regarding the basic aspects of such
a framework. The problem of management
of ethnic conflicts and the issue of nation

building was to be dealt with democratically
taking multiculturalism as its essence.
Verrier Elwin’s well-known work, viz, A
Philosophy for NEFA (1959) may be cited as
an example. In that work Elwin passionately
argued for the maintenance of the cultural
autonomy of the tribal groups who have a
distinctive outlook, culture and way of life.
This outlook and mission of maintaining
the distinctive culture of the tribal groups
had been criticized by the ‘nationalists; who
argued that this would be tantamount to
standing in the way of their natural course
of evolution and would imply treating the
tribals as ‘museum pieces’ But Nehru, in
his ‘foreword’ to Elwin’'s work, enunciated 5
fundamental principles regarding state policy
towards different communities and groups
in India’s North East and, may be, for others
in other parts of India. These principles are :

1. People should develop along the lines
of their own genius and we should avoid
imposing anything on them. We should
try to encourage in every way their
traditional art and culture.

2. Tribalrightsinland and forests should be
respected.

3. Administration and development work
should be participatory involving the
local people.

4. Development should be congenial to
their social and cultural institutions.

5. Results should be assessed by the quality
of human material that is produced.

Referring to the tribal groups in the North
East, Nehru further said that people living in
these areas should feel that they have perfect
freedom to live their own lives and that India
should signify for them a protecting as well
as a liberating force.

Further, the creation of a federal structure
and the ongoing federalizing process which
politically accommodates ethnic identity
has remained the most effective method of
management and resolution of conflicts. This
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is coupled with the democratic institutional
framework which people can make use of
meeting their aspirations. Some scholars
have tended to see Indian federalism and
Indian Multiculturalism as corollaries. This
has been aptly supported by the creation of
different states on ethno-linguistic grounds.
As these communities are mostly territorially
rooted, statehood and other such demands
are predicated on collective or group rights of
ethnic communities. Statehood for territorially
based ethnic identities remains the most
comprehensive and effective method of
political recognition of ethnic identity in
India and the key to India’s multi-cultural
federalization.These rights of ethno-linguistic
groups have further been protected by the
recognition of such rights as the fundamental
rights of the citizens. Article 29(1) of the
Constitution says that any sections of the
citizens of India having a distinct language
script or culture of its own, shall have the
right to preserve and protect it. And the state
cannot by law, impose on it any other culture
belonging to the local majority. So religious
and linguistic minorities are protected by this
provision. And Article 350(A)protects the right
of being taught in the mother tongue at the
primary stage of education. These and similar
other provisions of the Constitution have
been aptly supported by the establishment
of elaborate enforcement mechanism. The
National Commission for Minorities Act (1992)
was promulgated to monitor the working
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of the constitutional safeguards for the
minorities. The Commissions for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes remain an alert
body to oversee the functioning of the rules
and provisions relating to them. So, the
Indian Constitution as the source of these
policies can be said to be a basic multicultural
document, in the sense of providing for
political and institutional measures for the
recognition and accommodation of the
country’s diversity. The various institutional
measures for the political accommodation
of identity difference and community are
based on the basic framework as provided
in the Indian Constitution so amended from
time to time to accommodate the subsequent
crises. We can conclude by quoting from
the observation of B. Parekh (Rethinking
Multiculturalism, Cultural Diversity and
Political Theory, 2000) that‘every multicultural
society needs to devise its own appropriate
political structure to suit its history, cultural
traditions and range and depth of diversity"
We are happy to note that so far as the vex
issue of the relationship between ethnicity
and nationalism is concerned, the Indian
experienceisfar better than what the situation
is in many other countries of the world. This,
of course, does not mean that other problems
relating to under development, poverty,
regional disparity, inequality and increasing
communalization of politics are not true. But
itis beyond the scope of the present write up
to discuss those issues in detail here.

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President
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Professor Jitendra Nath Mohanty (1928-2023)

Manidipa Sanyal & Dilipkumar Mohanta
Professors of Philosophy, University of Calcutta

Jitendra Nath Mohanty, Retired and
Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, Temple
University, USA, passed away on the 7th
March, an auspicious day of full moon,
2023. It is a loss, not only for Philosophy
fraternity, but also for the whole academic

like Susobhan Sarkar in Calcutta through
Malati Chowdhury, who was the wife of his
maternal uncle, Nabakrishna Chowdhury.
He got admission in Presidency College,
Calcutta, as guided by his father who wanted
his son to face better competition in career.

community all over the
world. He was a person,
characteristically a rare
combination of wisdom,
sincerity, honesty, empathy,
politeness, progressiveness
and over and above, love
for all.

He was born on the
26th September 1928 in
the city of Cuttack, and
raised where his father
was posted as Judge. Every

As a first year student
of philosophy honours
course, he published his
article “The finite and the
Infinite” in the college
magazine, which is an
evidence of his potentiality
as a thinker. He also studied
Law as desired by his
father Jagannath Mohanty,
who was a practising
lawyer in Cuttack and later
on became a Judge. But

vacation he used to visit
with his family their ancestral house in
the village, Nilakanthapur. From the very
beginning, he showed the signs of an erudite
scholar with endless curiosity. At the tender
age of 10 years, he was taught Sanskrit
grammar of Panini, Raghuvamsam of
Kalidasa and Tarkasamgraha of Annarmbhatta
by Pandit Nilakantha Mishra at home. In
Odisha he stood first in Matriculation from
Ravenshaw Collegiate School and stood
first in IA from Ravenshaw College where
he studied Mathematics, Sanskrit and Logic.

When he was grown up, he was
introduced to some elite personalities

Jitendra Nath did not sit for
the final examination of Law, because he was
convinced of his own desire to pursue higher
education. He chose to remain in academics
in profession.

While pursuing his post graduate course
in Philosophy at the University of Calcutta,
he was also introduced to the original texts
of Indian Philosophy. He dedicated his book
Reason and Tradition in Indian Thought
to the memory of late Mahamahopadhyay
Pandit Yogendranath Tarkavedantatirtha
and late Pandit Ananta Kumar Tarkatirtha,
whom he considered his preceptors in
Vedanta and Nyaya respectively. He did his
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doctoral work at the University of Géttingen
under the supervision of Hermann Wein
(1952-1954). Though in his coursework he
studied the philosophy of Hegel extensively
which had great influence on Eastern and
Western thinkers, Mohanty did not choose
philosophy of Hegel to be his research
topic. His chosen area of research was
close to quantum theory, and it was under
both the areas of Philosophy of Physics
and Philosophy of Science. Gradually he
became interested in the discussion of
phenomenology and after a strenuous work
of several years, he completed his work of
Husserl Archive.

He acquired mastery over the
German language which helped him a
lot in understanding the original texts of
Philosophy written in German language.
After completing his doctoral research
he came back to Calcutta. Throughout
his teaching career, he worked as the
Vivekananda Chair Professor of Philosophy
in the University of Burdwan, Acharya
Brajendra Nath Seal Chair Professor of
Philosophy in the University of Calcutta, as
Professor in New School for Social Research
in Germany, University of Oklahoma, Emory
University and Temple University, apart
from working as visiting professor at
many renowned universities of the world.
Of all these universities, he worked at the
University of Calcutta and Temple University
for a good number of years and finally he
retired from Temple University.

He was a true patriot and a genuine
seeker of knowledge. Before joining teaching
service, he was a close associate of Acharya
Vinoba Bhave and travelled with him
extensively throughout India. During that
period, he studied the Upanisads very closely.
In his autobiography he admitted that it is his
training in Indian Philosophy that helped him
throughout his academic life to understand
any issue of any tradition in a better manner.
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The influence of Acharya Vinoba Bhave
on J. N. Mohanty was so strong that he
practised helping the distressed people till
his death. He was awarded Humboldt prize
by the German government for his scholarly
contribution, and he donated the total
amount of money for the benefit of people
in distress. He donated his whole ancestral
property in Odisha for development of school
and college in that area.

Apart from Humboldt prize, he was
awarded many prizes of which some are
important to note. He was conferred Gold
Medal by Asiatic Society. He was conferred
Hony. D. Litt by his Alma Mater, University
of Calcutta in 2013. He also received
Vivekananda award from the University of
Calcutta. He was awarded Hony. Doctorate
by Ravenshaw University, Odisha in 2017.
Mohanty was a past General President of
Indian Philosophical Congress; he was also a
former president of the Society for Asian and
Comparative Philosophy. Indian Council of
Philosophical Research conferred Professor
Mohanty “Life Time Achievement Award in
Philosophy” in the year 2008-2009. He was
the founding Editor of Husserl Studies.

He wrote numerous scholarly articles
and twenty leading research books, both
from Indian and Western perspectives, some
of which deserve special mention:

1. Nicolai Hartmann and Alfred North

Whitehead: A Study in Recent Platonism
2. Edmund Husser!’s Theory of Meaning
The Philosophy of Edmund Husserl
4. Logic, Truth and Modalities: From

Phenomenological Perspective
5. The Possibility of Transcendental

Philosophy
6. Phenomenology and the Human Sciences
7. Lectures on Kant’s Critique of Pure

Reason
8. Implications of the Philosophy of Kant
9. The Self and Its Other
10. Classical Indian Philosophy

w
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11. Reason and Tradition in Indian Thought
12. Gangesa’s Theory of Truth
13.0n Being and What There is
14. Between Two Worlds: East and West
He used to visit Calcutta every year during
the period November-February and used to
stay at Golf Green where he owned a flat. He
utilised the time by writing something new,
or by communicating with his old students
who are now teachers of Philosophy. He used
to deliver regular lectures on Vedanta or on
Heidegger at Ramakrishna Mission Institute
of Culture, Golpark. His power of grasping a
problem was unique. He used to explain a
philosophical problem by going to the root
of the issue, and allowed the students to
reflect upon the issue in their own ways. This
helped the students to get confidence in their
own ability to learn the topicin a better way.
His Autobiography Between Two Worlds:
East and West is “the life story of an Indian
Philosopher who has spent his life in three
countries: India, Germany, and the USA. ...
A story of how one person, Indian by birth

and upbringing, Hindu by faith, philosopher
by profession, living in USA for three
decades, thankful to the country of adoption
but never forgetting the Indian heritage,
has responded to the world at large and
interpreted his life.”

As a teacher he had the rare quality of
being a patient listener. He allowed the
student to be comfortable in expressing
his/her problem. This is possible, because
he never differentiated between a student
of better merit and a student of ordinary
merit. For him, our will to learn is the
impetus for self-development. According to
him, until and unless a person has a perfect
balance of passion and reason, he or she
cannot develop philosophical insight. A
perfect gentleman and a devoted teacher,
Professor Jitendra Nath Mohanty will be
remembered by all. His demise has caused
a vacuum which can never be filled up. The
only way to compensate his physical absence
is to follow his advice both in academic and
ordinary mundane life.
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Professor Dr. M. Osman Ghani (1935-2023)

Kashshaf Ghani
Nalanda University, Bihar

In 1974, Suniti Kumar Chatterji, the National
Research Professor of India for Humanities,
along with his equally eminent colleague
Professor Sukumar Sen, congratulated their
student Osman Ghani for his D.Litt degree -
the first Bengali Muslim to achieve this from
Calcutta University. At the same time they
also entrusted him with the task of a lifetime.

Islamic Akademy of Dhaka, Professor Ghani
preferred to return to his motherland. He
secured the Ramtanu Lahiri Scholarship in
1961 from Calcutta University. This allowed
him to begin his PhD on - Islami Bangla
Sahitya O Banglar Punthi, supervised by
Professor Sukumar Sen.

After completing his PhD, Professor Ghani

Given Osman Ghani’s training
in Islamic Studies and Arabic
from Dhaka University, as well as
Bengalilanguage and literature
from Calcutta University, he was
considered most promising to
write the political, social and
cultural history of Islam, entirely
in Bengali.

Professor Osman Ghani, a
renowned historian of Islamic

had his first association with
The Asiatic Society when he
became Sir George Casey
Fellow. Eventually he also
received the Senior Research
Fellowship from the University
Grants Commission, which
pushed him towards deeper
research. He was awarded the
D.Litt degree under Professor
Suniti Kumar Chatterji in 1974.

History and Culture passed
away at the age of 88 years in his Kolkata
residence on 17 March 2023. He successfully
completed the task entrusted upon him by his
teachers, and left behind a lifetime of research
and writing published in 30 volumes.

Osman Ghani was born in 1935 in
Kantadihi, near Ketugram in Burdwan. He
completed his schooling initially from local
madrasahs, and his matriculation from
Sultania High Madrasah in Hooghly Pandua.
Thereafter he left for Nasirabad Intermediate
College in Mymensingh. Later, he completed
his BA in Islamic Studies, and MA in Arabic,
from Dhaka University.

In spite of being offered a position in the
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His topic of research was Islam O
Rabindranath, which analysed the confluence of
Islamic monotheism and Vedantic philosophy
through the works of Tagore.

His professional life began when he joined
the Department of Islamic History and Culture
at Calcutta University, where he served for more
than 30 years. As a specialist in Islami Bangla
Sahitya and Islamic philosophy he also taught
occasionally in the Department of Bengaliand
Department of Philosophy. Professor Ghani
was the external expert for many universities
in Bangladesh - like Dhaka, Kushtia, Rajshahi,
and Chittagong, among others.

Professor Ghani’s academic output is vast,
to say the least. 10 volumes of political history
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followed by 20 volumes of social and cultural
history. These volumes include - the biography
of Prophet Muhammad, titled Mohanabi,
possibly his most popular book; multiple
translations and commentaries of the Holy
Quran, the first by any professor of Calcutta
University; 3 volumes of poetry which captures
the spiritual and humanistic teachings of the
Holy Quran in verse - titled Kabya-Kanan,
Kabya-Kunja, Kabya-Kusum; biographies of the
first 4 caliphs of Islam; political histories of all
thelslamic caliphates; finally, his autobiography
—jiban-darpan.His works like Islam O Nari Samaj
analysed highly contentious issues concerning
the status of women in Islam. His last volume,
quite aptly titled Tulir Sesh Taan is currently in
press. His works are being published by Parul
Prakashani.

A strong believer in Sufi spirituality,
Professor Ghani’s works were focused towards
understanding Islamic religion, culture
and philosophy beyond the narrow limits
of dogmatism. He severely criticised any
conservative approach to religion that
encouraged separatism. Those who were
familiar with him and his works will agree
that he understood and projected Islam as a
humanistic and universalist religion. His books
were published at a time when violence,
negativity and radical conservatism are
advanced in the name of Islam.

Professor Ghani always acknowledged the
immense debt towards his teachers, both in
East Pakistan (later Bangladesh) and Calcutta.
His academic training together with the
moulding of his personality and intellect was
their contribution. In his autobiography, he
names a few, Abdul Hakim Saheb, Syed Hossain
Saheb, Dr. Serajul Haque - Professor Emeritus
at Dhaka University, Dr. Md. Shahidullah
- Professor Emeritus at Dhaka University,
Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji, and Professor
Sukumar Sen at Calcutta University.

In a long academic career spanning 5
decades, Professor Ghani has been associated
with various institutions — as Member of the
University Grants Commission, Member of

Samsad (Court) at Visva Bharati University,
research fellow of the Asiatic Society, Life
Member, and later as Council Member of the
Asiatic Society, Life Member of Ramakrishna
Mission Institute of Culture, Life Member
of Thakur Anukul Chandra’s Satsang in
Deoghar, and President of Nanritam, a social
organisation related to the Ramakrishna
Mission Institute of Culture.

Professor Ghani's acquaintance with many
former Chief Ministers of West Bengal gave
him the opportunity to share his experience
with various departments of the government,
particularly as member of the Board of
Wakfs, member of the Board of Madrasah
Education, and member of the State Planning
Commission.

The Government of West Bengal regularly
called upon him for advice and suggestion
when the centuries old Aliah Madrasah was
being transformed into Aliah University.
Professor Ghani was one of the leading
intellectuals who envisioned this progress
for his community, unfortunately, not
without sharp criticisms from his fellow
communitarians. In recognition for his
dedication to the cause, he was appointed
as member of the Aliah University Executive
Council from the time of its inception.

Once again, it was on the special request
of the Government of West Bengal that in
spite of his advanced age and ailing health,
Professor Ghani agreed to set up the Madrasah
Service Commission as its founding Chairman,
streamlining the entire process on the lines
of the School Service Commission for the
coming days.

Karmi taliye jay atal jale,
Kirti danriye roy apan bale.

This couplet from his final notes
encapsulates Professor Ghani’s life philosophy,
and the reason why we are gathered here
today, listening to his obituary. Remembering
not only the person who was familiar to us
for years, but also his work and legacy. He is
survived by his wife, daughter and son.
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Rabindranath in 1924

Alokmay Datta
Emeritus Scientist, University of Calcutta

On thefirsttwo days of 1924, Rabindranath
wrote the songs Jakhan Esechhile Andhakaarey
Chaand Otheni (When you came in the
darkness the Moon was yet to rise) and Aami
Sandhyadeeper Shikha (I am the flame of the
evening lamp).

1.
When you came, in the darkness
The Moon was yet to rise across the sea.
My Unknown One, | could only feel you then
Your song touched my heart, in the chords
As you left, on your lonely way
The Moon has risen on Night's arms
| saw laying on the wayside your garland
And knew for whom it laid. (Tr.)

2.
| am the flame of the evening lamp
Hailing Darkness as my king
My lighttouchesits dream, its hidden pleasures,
Writing my first words of love in its heart.
In my lonely, silent rejoicing,
The skies do not fill with birdcalls
As the world wakes up to young Sun’s touch
Shall | pass away, a fleeting mirage. (Tr.)

He was invited to attend the convocation
of Benares Hindu University. Rabindranath
was reluctant but went only with the hope
of meeting high profile donors there such
as the Maharaja of Baroda. He requested
Kalidas Nag to accompany him and left for
Benares with Nag and his daughter-in-law,
Pratima Devi. He wrote to Edward Thompson,

the first translator of his poems in English, in
Bengali, complaining that financial worries
were making his mind grow old.

The Second Special Session of Visva-
Bharati Kala Sammilani was presided over by
the Poet on 3rd February. It was held on the
honour of Visiting Professor Henry Solus from
Paris, a specialist on the history of colonial
law, to deliver a lecture on The Position of
Women in French Civil Law. The very next
day, Rabindranath had to go and visit Dr.
Nilratan Sarkar for a medical check-up and
was advised rest by the eminent physician.
However, he presided over and gave a lecture
in the Second Annual Festival of Sriniketan
Rural Reconstruction Centre held on 6th
February, and also attended the Third Special
Session of Visva-Bharati Sammilani on 8th.

During Basantotsab (Festival of Spring)
on 9th February he wrote the song Tomay
Gaan Shonaabo (I shall sing a song to you)
and sang it.In January-February (Magh 1330)
he wrote the poems Bhagna Mandir (The
Temple in Ruins), Agomani (The Coming). In
February-March (Phalgun 1330) he wrote the
poems Utsaber Din (The Festive Day), Gaaner
Saaji (The Bouquet of Songs), Leelasangini (My
Playmate), Shesh Arghya (The Last Offering),
Bethik Pather Pathik (The Traveller of the Unruly
Way), Bokulboner Paakhi (The Bird of The
Flowery Grove).

He presided over the Fourth Annual
Conference of the Central Cooperative Anti-
Malaria Society held at Alfred Theatre in
Kolkata on 23rd February.This was followed by
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a series of three lectures, Sahitya (Literature),
Tathya O Satya (Facts and Truth), and Srishti
(Creation), from 1st to 3rd March in Kolkata
Senate Hall.

On the occasion of his 64th birthday in
1924, the Poet was invited by the Jiangxueshe
(Beijing Lecture Association) and Shang Chih
Hsueh Hui (Aspiration Society) of Beijing. He
later expressed his basic distaste about this
visit in a letter (24 September 1924):

| had an invitation sometime ago from
China. They wanted to listen to me - for
words of wisdom. It was an invitation to
an old man. (Tr.)

Nevertheless, he travelled there with
quite an entourage - Leonard Elmhirst,
Nandalal Bose, Kalidas Nag, and Kshitimohan
Sen among other personalities from
Shantiniketan.

In March, he wrote four songs, Dinashesher
Ranga Mukul Jaaglo Chite (The last crimson
bud of the day blossoms in my mind), Ebar
Abagunthan Kholo (Come, take off the veil
now), Je Kebal Paliye Beray (One who always
runs away), Pagal Je Tui Kanthabhore Janiye
De (Shout to All that you have lost your mind).
In this last he said:

If they knock at your door

Stay at a corner, do not answer

Let them say, all of them, that you are‘odd,;
you are ‘no good’

Tell them ‘I am a nobody,

Whatever you may think!

Then alaughter of joy will arise in the woods

A flute will break into music everywhere

The winds will murmur of love and the sky

enfold you in unseen bonds. (tr.)

They started on 21 March, went first
to Rangoon (Yangon), then Penang, Kuala
Lumpur, Singapore, Hong Kong, finally
reaching China on 12 April. He was deeply
moved by the dance and music of Indonesia.

The life of man with its joys and sorrows, its
trials and triumphs courses along in waves of
form and colour and sound. If we reduce the
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whole of it to sounds, it becomes rich music.
Similarly, if we leave out everything else except
its motion, it becomes pure dance. (Chatterji,
Suniti Kumar, 1964, Rabindra Sangame
Dvipamay Bharat O Syamdesh (With Tagore
in Island India and Siam), Calcutta: Prakash
Bhavan. [First published in 1940.])

Again, of the shadow puppetry:

We were taken over to the dark side
where the women were seated. Here
the pictures or their manipulations were
no longer visible, but only the shadows
dancing on the lighted screen, like the
dance of Mahamaya on the body of
the prostrate Shiva. We see the creation
only when the Creator, who abides in
the region of light, conceals himself
behind it. He who knows that with the
created forms the Creator is in constant
connection knows the truth. He who sees
the process of creation apart from the
Creator, sees only Maya. There are seekers
of truth who would tear away the screen
and go over to the other side - that is to
say they want to see the Creator apart
from his creation - and nothing can be so
empty as the Maya of their illusion. This is
what | felt as | looked at this show. (Visva
Bharati Quarterly 6:17)

And on the peculiar character of Javanese
aesthetics:

We outsiders ask them the meaning, they
say they do not know, it suffices for them
that their craving for aesthetic emotion
(rasam) is fulfilled. That is to say, it is not
meaning, but some inner satisfaction
that they ask. A Dutch savant on another
occasion remarked to me that these
people do not care about the religious
significance of the ceremonies of worship
they perform; here also it is the rasam
that they are after. This may perhaps
be explained by saying that they have
within them their own idea of Beauty of
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Perfection, and any external performance
that is attuned to it evokes a response
fromitand gives them joy - ajoy that may
surely be called spiritual. (Visva Bharati
Quarterly 6:277)

They arrived at Shanghai on 13th April,
1924.Rabindranath was received by the poet

was a great admirer of Eucken’s philosophy
of Ethical Activism, which maintains that
the human being has a soul and is a bridge
between nature and spirit, as also the striving
for social improvement is a spiritual task.

In the city he was received by the educated
Chinese elite and he spoke extempore. This
speech is known as First Talk at Shanghai. In

this first speech he said:

| say that a poet’s mission is to
attract the voice which is yet
inaudible in the air; to inspire faith
in the dream which is unfulfilled;
to bring the earliest tidings of the
unborn flower to a sceptic world.

He wanted to make his position
clear:

| am not a philosopher; therefore
keep for me room in your heart,
not a seat on the public platform. |
want to win your heart, now that |
am close to you, with the faith that
is in me of a great future for you,
and for Asia, when your country
rises and gives expression to its
own spirit — a future in the joy of
which we shall all share.

He met Mr. Kadoorie, a poet
himself and a leader of the local
Jews who donated Rs 12000/-
to improve the water supply
at Santiniketan. They reached
Nanking on 20th April. Here he

Painter Li Lin-chia’s rendition of Tagore inspecting the Great

Wall

Tsemon Hsu, who had also translated his
writings into Chinese, and other intellectuals.
He was busy writing lectures but found time
to meet Mr. Hardoon, a Hebrew merchant
who promises to send the Chinese Tripitaka
to Santiniketan. He went to see Dr Carsung
Chang, an associate of the philosopher and
Nobel laureate, Rudolf Eucken. Rabindranath

met the military ruler general Chi
ShiYuan and the civiladministrator
Han Tze-sui who promised to help
Visva-Bharati financially and warned that the
students of this generation might not pay
serious attention to his message. That day
Rabindranath delivered an address before
a huge audience of students at Nanking
University. Next day he arrived at Chien Men
station in the evening and was greeted by a
mammoth crowd of students, intellectuals
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and resident Indians. North China Standard
reported the unprecedented welcome
given to the poet and hoped that the young
generation would pay serious attention to
what he had to say and critically evaluate it.

Anglo-American Association hosted
a lunch in his honour at the Grand Hotel.
Rabindranath spoke here and said that he
came away from the west with the impression
that“The nations of the West were looking for
some new ideal from the East which would
reconstruct their civilisation on a better basis.”
He met 50 Chinese scholars notable in their
fields and distinguished men at a tea party
in the famous Throne Hall where Chinese
emperors used to receive foreign emissaries.
On 22nd May, he met the enlightened military
ruler Yen His-shan, read the address City
and Village before a massive audience at
Confucius hall. He accepted the invitation of
Italian businessman G.A. Bena in Shanghai
on 28th.

In spite of his initial reluctance the Poet
was very hopeful about a growth of relation
between India and China. In his words:

The most memorable fact of human
history is that of a path-opening, not for
the clearing of a passage for machines
or machine-guns, but for the helping
the realization by races of their affinity
of minds, their mutual obligations of a
common humanity. Such a rare event did
happen and the path was built between
our people and Chinese in an age,
when physical obstruction needed
heroic personality to overcome it, and
the mental barrier a moral power of
uncommon magnitude. The two leading
races of that age met, not as rivals on
the battlefield, each claiming the right
to be the sole tyrant on earth, but as
noble friends glorying in their exchange
of gifts. Then came a slow relapse into
isolation, covering up the path with
its accumulated dust of indifference.
Today our old friends have beckoned
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to us again, generously helping us to
retrace that ancient path, obliterated
by the inertia of forgetful centuries and
we rejoice.

However, during his speeches, he had
to face opposition from the radical youth
of China, who alleged that among other
things, he was ‘anti-science’ and ‘promoting
backdated values. He was deeply disturbed
and asked Hu Shih, President of Aspiration
Society:

You have listened to my speeches. They
say | am against science. Isn'tit a fact that
in each of my speeches there are passages
eulogising science?

His sense of confusion and bitterness was
expressed in the 1925 edition of his Talks in
China:

According to him (a Chinese observer) |
was altogether out of date in this modern
age, that | ought to have been born 2000
years ago.

Whereas

Almost from my boyhood | have been
accustomed to hear from my own
countrymen angry remonstrance that |
was too crassly modern, that | had missed
all the great lessons from the past, and
with it my right of entry into a venerable
civilization like that of India. For your
people | am obsolete, and therefore
useless, and for mine, new-fangled and
therefore obnoxious. | do not know which
is true.

He was given the name Chu Chén-tan
which translates roughly as ‘Thunder-voiced
Rising Sun of India’ by his Chinese friends,
who could understand his true spirit and the
changes that he stood for.

Perhaps the antagonism among the
leftist students and intellectuals arose due
to his attending invitations from some
Chinese warlords, called euphemistically as
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‘enlightened military rulers; and Jewish and
Italian businessmen, all of whom played a
somewhat negative role in contemporary
China. China was passing through a very
turbulent time, the so called ‘Warlord Era’
from 1916 to 1928, where the country was
divided into fragments ruled by warlords
with frequent fights breaking out. Though
some of these warlords played a positive
role in modernising China, eventually they
joined the counter-revolutionary forces of the
KuominTang.Rabindranath’s eagerness to get
support forVisva-Bharati sometimes brought
him in contact with such people for which he
has had to suffer a lot of misunderstanding.

His Chinese journey came to an end on
30th May, when he sailed for Japan in the
ship Sanghai Maru at the invitation of Kobe
Tagore Society. The trip was funded by the
Society, Mr.Mitsubishi of Sinda Company and
Asahi Press. After reaching Hakota on 15t June,

Portrait of the Poet by Japanese Painter
Koetsu Nosu

he passed through Kobe, Osaka, Nara, and
Osaka again, till on 7th he left Kobe finally
and arrived in Tokyo.

At Oakama station on the way a number

of people boarded the train to meet him.
Among them were the notable Japanese poet
Yone Noguchi (1875-1947), Rashbehari Bose
(1885-1945) and Kesoram Sabrewala, who
was not allowed by the British Government
to teach at Santiniketan. At that time, all
three were involved with broadly leftist and
anti-imperialist views and activities. However,
ultra-nationalism was already expressed by
Noguchi in his criticism after Tagore’s first
Japan visit in 1916 and the Poet’s utterances
against militaristic nationalism. Noguchi
had also been critical of Romain Rolland
calling him an escapist, praising Tagore from
Switzerland, rather than serving his homeland
during the War. After Tagore delivered his
lectures in Japan criticizing nationalism in
1916, the Japanese weekly Chronicle had
published an unsigned article, “Tagore and
his critics”, where the author wrote:

“Tagore's contempt for mere nationalism
is naturally the bitterest pill for the
Japanese to swallow since from the cradle
to the grave the importance of being
Japanese s firmly impressed upon them.
How can they put nationalism behind
them? Surely such can only be preached
by a man whose country has lost its
independence - by an inhabitant of a
pale and decaying land, where all things
droop to ruin”. (Japanese Studies, Vol. 26,
No. 2, September 2006)

Bose, on the other hand, remained an
admirer of the Poet. He had assumed the
name of Priyanath Tagore and posed as a
member of that family when he fled to Japan
from the British in India. He had become a
Japanese citizen in 1923 but 1924 was a tragic
year for him as his wife Toshiko passed away
that year. His revolutionary activities and
miraculous escapes from the British, his role
inraising the Azad Hind Fauzin Japan and his
wholehearted support behind Netaji have all
become legendary now.

This time, though, the Poet’s visit was
coincident with the wave of anti-American
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feeling and a general opposition to western
thoughts and goods. A number of suicides
and boycotts had brought this feeling to a
crescendo. During this visit in the agitated
atmosphere of June 1924 Tagore gave public
speeches that praised eastern spirituality
over western aggression and materialism.
This message provided a balm for the
wounded pride of the Japanese and the press
enthusiastically followed his movements
in detail. Daily reports and excerpts of his
lectures became front-page news. The July
1924 issue of the popular journal Kaizé
featured Tagore’s poetry and reproduced one
of his speeches, in which he credits Japanese
art historian Okakura Tenshin (1862-1913)
with first teaching him that ‘there was such a
thing as an Asiatic mind".

Most notable among Rabindranath’s
speeches in Japan during this visit was the
well known address on International Relations
at Industrial Club on 11th June, where he was
again critical of Japan’s treatment of China
and blamed nationalism for such aberrations.
The other important speech was the lecture
The Place of Science at the Town Hall of Kyoto
on 16th June. On 18th he went back to Kobe
and on 19th the Consul of Peru in Japan met
the poet and invited him to the centenary
celebrations of Independence to be held in
Peruin December. Rabindranath accepted the
invitation and decided to bring EImhirst and
Kalidas Nag with him. On his way back home
from Kobe starting on 22nd, he delivered
a lecture The Soul of the East on board, at
the request of distinguished Japanese
passengers. The contents of these talks are,
unfortunately, hard to obtain.

Back in Kolkata in 17th July, he wrote a
condolence message for Ashutosh Mukherjee
in the Visva-Bharati Quarterly and narrated
his travel experiences in a gathering at
University Institute Hall. On 14th August, a
memorial meeting for Ashutosh was held in
the Senate Hall, where a pandemonium broke
out due to two groups of students opposed
to each other indulging in barracking.
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Initially Rabindranath presided, then left,
asking Chittaranjan Das to preside.

After protesting against Lord Lytton,
the Governor-General of Bengal, for his
controversial remarks on Indian women
on 22nd August, we find him making
preparations to leave for Peru on 28th. He was
felicitated on 11th September by the Peruvian
Consulate in Kolkata. On 15th September he
acted in Aroopratan, a shortened version of
Raja at Alfred Theatre in aid of Malabar flood
relief work and Visva-Bharati. As usual it was
a grand success. Rabindranath himself read
selected parts. Ranu Adhikari (Lady Ranu
Mukherjee) acted as the queen, Sudarshana.

On 19th September, he departed for
Chennai on the way to Colombo with
Rathindranath, Pratima Devi, Nandini,
Surendranath Kar and a few others, and on
24th left for France aboard the ship Haruna-
maru. On board, he wrote the poems Purnata
(Fulfillment), Awhan (Call), Chhabi (The Portrait),
Lipi (Writings), Kshanika (Instanta) and Khela
(The Game) in the first week of October. He
wrote to Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis, his
closest aide and secretary and the father of
Statistical Sciences in India saying,

| have never written so many poems
on a voyage to the West....Those that
| have written on the seas should have
the prose texts published with them. It
may be against the rules but not against
principles, for it is said that man cannot
separate those whom God has brought
together. (tr.)

He got down at Marseille on 12th October
and proceeded to Albert Kahn’s guest
house in Paris. Kahn was a banker and
a philanthropist, known for starting the
Archives of the Planet, a vast project that
spanned 22 years, producing 72,000 colour
photos and 183,000 metres of film. On 18th
the Poet sailed aboard the Andes for Peru,
accompanied by Elmhirst.

On this three-week voyage he started
painting. He had painted earlier but those
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had been mainly decorative, building on
the scribbled corrections of the manuscripts
or doodles on the margins. This time it
was much more intense and serious. The
paintings seemed to be made for themselves.
They were of fantastic shapes, birds and
beasts, as if emerging out of nightmares
from the corrections to the lines of poetry.
His literary ceuvre also grew at a rapid pace
with 20 poems between 18" October and 6"
November. He wrote to Mahalanobis on 26™
October:

Floating on...This time | don't have to
worry about giving speeches so | am
absorbed in writing poetry. | have never
written so many poems away from India
in my life...It is not easy to write twelve
poems in seven days in the atmosphere
at home. (tr.)

He looked very much forward to his South
American sojourn.

It seems | shall get a lot of felicitations
everywhere in South America, perhaps
something with more specific gravity
(in English) may also not be unavailable.
If | can manage to hand over enough
money to you from this occasion then |
want a leave from my duties. No more
the job of a school-master. Before | die,
| want to be free of all the reins and run
around in open air to my whims, without
any reason. (tr.)

Just after this, he became seriously ill
and was confined to his cabin. The thought
of death came to him very intensely. He
wrote the poems Shesh (The End) and
Abashan (Finale) on 29th and 30th October,
respectively, where he dwelt over death. He
wrote to Prasanta Chandra:

| have been feeling very unwell the last
few days, chest pain, weakness, etc.
So as | lay in bed the thought of death
was coming to me again and again. The
poem on death came from that - trying

to console myself through my suffering
in the desolate cabin. Once | thought of
returning home, then it came to me that
home is for birth, for death lies the way. |
shall be reaching Buenos Aires day after
tomorrow and getting my body checked
by a doctor. | am suffering from exactly
the sameintense tiredness that the weary
traveler suffers from at the end of a very
long road. That is why | am creating a
dream world through these wayward
poemes. (tr.)

The Poet and Elmhirst landed in Buenos
Aires on 6th November. They received huge
accolades even though Argentina was only a
stopover to Peru. However, within that day he
was down with influenza and was very weak,
and doctors at the city advised complete
rest. He was annoyed at this but then more
serious trouble brewed as he came to know
that the consulate of Peru in Buenos Aires had
not received any instructions regarding his
visit from their government. Now they were
dismayed as the Peru visit became impossible.

However, the very next day the poet,
intellectual and socialite Victoria Ocampo,
a great admirer of Rabindranath’s writings,
came to see him and got to know of their
trouble. Immediately she took them under
her wings and arranged for the Poet's
accommodation, first in Plaza Hotel and
then, from 11th November, in Miralrio, a villa
owned by one of her relatives, by the side of
the river (Parana?). She became the Poet’s
hostess, doing everything possible in her
power to make Rabindranath’s stay pleasant
and comfortable as well as prolong it. She
sold even her jewellery to meet expenses. He
stayed here till 16th December, went to the
seaside at Chapadmalal and spent a few days
there. From this abode of love and peace at
Miralrio he wrote to Prasanta:

This is a beautiful house beside the river
surrounded by gardens. Other than
me there is no one else here. | remain
immersed in the quiet through the
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day...lam surprised to feel the depth and
sincerity of the love that | am receiving
here.They seem to have taken the whole
responsibility to keep me safe and well.
(tr.)

From here on 12th November, he wrote
the poem Bideshi Phool (A Flower from Another
Land). He and Victoria used to write letters
to communicate to each other. On 14th
November, Rabindranath wrote:

Last night when | offered you my thanks
for what is ordinarily termed hospitality |
hoped that you could feel that what | said
was less than what I meant...animmense
burden of loneliness | carry about me...
my market price has risen high and my
personal value has been obscured. This
value | seek to realise with an aching
desire...This can be had only from a
woman’s love...| feel today this precious
gift has come to me from you and that
you are able to prize me for whatlam and
not for what | contain.

Ocampo replied on 16th:

All | received from you has made me so
rich in love that the more | spend, the
more | have to give. And all | give comes
from you...so | feel | am giving nothing.

He called her Vijaya from her first name
and dedicated Purabi, the book of poems
written during his voyage and his stay with
her, to Victoria. The first poem gifted to her
was Atithi (Guest) written on 15th November
and translated to English for her. From 12th
November to 17th December, he wrote
sixteen poems of which the most well known
is Shesh Basanta (The Last Spring) written on
21st November, where his deep regret for
the age difference between them (she was
then thirty-one year old) was expressed in
the most poignant way, making it an ode to
unrequited love.

But perhaps more importantly, Ocampo
was the first to see the true modern artist in
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Victoria Ocampo by Rabindranath

Rabindranath. She used to watch as figures
emerged from the doodles and corrections
to the manuscripts and realised their true
value as glimpses into another Rabindranath,
a personality seared by doubts, grief, pain,
and a primal fear, and all these expressed
with striking originality and intensity in
these figures. Not only did she encourage
him in this totally new pursuit but in 1930
organised and sponsored the first exhibition
of his paintings in Paris.

He returned to Buenos Aires at the end of
December. His poetry flowed on. Between
20th and 29th, he wrote seven poems. His
South American visit was coming to an end as
he met Dr. Alvear, the President of Argentina
on 30th December. A farewell ceremony
was held in University of Argentina on 2nd
January of the new year and he and Elmhirst
boarded the ship Giulio Cesare on the next
day on the way to Milan.The door of his cabin
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was dismantled to allow the chair he used at
Miralrio. He would bring it home and would
use it to the end.

On 4th January he received the following
radio-telegram on board:

TOMAKE BHALOBASI. VIJAYA (I love you.
Vijaya)

Let us remember these lines from the song
he wrote on the second day of 1924,

I saw laying on the wayside your garland
And knew for whom it laid.

Words that became true and they became
true so soon.

All translations marked (tr) are by the
author. The author gratefully acknowledges

the Indian Statistical Institute and especially
the support of Mrs. Krishna Chakrabarti, ex-
Chief Librarian, for the letters to Prasanta
Chandra Mahalanobis. The sources used are:

1. Chronological representation of Rabindranath
Tagore’s biography. (rabindratirtha-
wbhidcoltd.co.in)

2. A. Das Gupta, Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en
Volkenkunde 158 (2002), No. 3, Leiden, 451-477

3. N. Stalker, Japanese Studies, 26 (2006), No. 2,
153-170

4. R.N.Tagore, Talks in China-Visva-Bharati, 1925

5. Taiwan Today, 6th April 2023

6. nihongal00.wordpress.com/2011/08/11/
japanese-painters-who-portrayed-india/

7. sujnaturelover.wordpress.com/tag/
victoria-ocampo/

MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023 | 47



TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

Agog, O 8 AT —AAXICAT T 8 SR

@ TSI ST
Ferang, W «imios =R

“RifETl @ 7R FOpF Gifel !
0 (T Fo-=11 919 ASia —
Fo-l TG G, Fo- FeAfHE o2
A0 (91 DA | [iiet e S er;

I (N GLS A o7 OifF @ (el |”

FJZ TS 2T TG | IO SRZA
B SO SR S (BBIB T M7
B AN | T AL S BIF O
foig-foromremna 2, TEI2EICE 906 e
SOITed ST wfeTd F | @2 BT
Aoy w2y Wi o fefeq T g e
AGOG | TG Tohe IO 22 =0
T AP NG A -

“ofl GG A 2o o feifs) el
fororzma iz i Seer Sz

T2 o 3feT 7o I O
PG T IR Ol 304 g Aifers, g
RIESIVERSSHIS R R RICEERI RIAS)
ATeRS 73, AET9E 7 |

fepriferera 2fenita ISm=lY 9«5
TG %9 | O A6 NG 8 GRS
@9 g Im Aref | oreTe 2fegitR
Afe O T8I wgial fzel | ©ta fore
el WTET?I/?IRNRI AT T Tl
@fezitE fote™ 1 A6, 7 T 3o

TeTe 491 MCaTR I8N @RIT (GBI

48 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023

@R TG (70O (GRS ©RATeT W7 |
‘STARE @ ‘TRIeIcy feRitHd g
reore (1 s ez Few e anew fof
0T 01 21 | TN I el
Fol-olea el | R Fiog 3oz o
i@ doaet aRfes I &l @
e, Ay, aew, edge) 2wl e
T—fE O fes MY NI € OF A
C*IR TAfE Aot e st |

ASH, W1 8 YA o Jror dRRifeFoR
LU JCEACR | AANACHT A6 IO
Y2 PR —JNTIY € TGO SIF Y72
S2ifee Srafee | SHTHR e il
Iz STe@m (2t e F F9rFvace
FIAFO FIAO! EICIA— @ “&F (9N,
TR, ‘ol ‘@IRTE Tl | @ e
oRTR AT A, @l @, Feste arema
E (T AT FIE S0 | (T
SrHeS” a1 @i Rmie-Faeel’
(ATF F FIATIT Fioiaflea Fifza




TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

4 )

G (PA187) (oIf3TET (FD,
foIe: PTETE AT,
m ofmifte GRS Nefemm-a JEfrs

e FACRA— (A A SR, I
S, ‘@ o, FaierR Tonfi | eniares
@RGF CIPRGTS (@i, fsRred (A
TRAJES AR @ A2 e, 2RESICe (1R
@ A 3 AT A ATTHA
fii@| ¥ (12 92 "The Sanskrit Buddhist
Literature of Nepal" (2T @12 OF 92
SICHF, G, TR SAMI 22T FCACEH |
T eiferr, Sws- e e |
Ageted THAmE ffee AtE sffdsia,
feenferfst, glorey @ oy, [feT awe gere,
al, AbH @Rl Topifr wtay | FqImI
sff2l si1o FaCew fNafsre st | 7j0e, STy,
s —2enfr faags sffelsiiten sereRt
Fe (M4l W 1 IR | (e [ifew
3foam-wfEer 49 Sitet ©ita fof =iio

FR©I, 9, ACH R W | et 0T
(A6 AV 2o (AN — SigfRred
AT TS XS (FCeTRE (G2 Toamsmite
AT A & F2CGITO-GF TG HICATNCH
foicatz | favaR FieReeR 2fogm At e
(TSR G G |

A SIS Tiofey € afsrz 2fs $i=
USERC ORI RPG RO RS GREICERGEEIAS)
AT IR | I SR ARy (C5@, S903)
AT FAEALY FTUCRA, T4 TR @
(PITI TACE Z7e) @ S (iR fewe
OGS 2E AT T A 2, G2 S5 3
(FieTesfer 6 ifRTaa (R SN STt
Foufe] AT IR T© 2oL Gl
Shifeet? o Fiom wfes s et
(IR 27 GBI FALICLT HC3 S
I (@R fof et wol e ifze
A I, ACH A R 0 e
W SIIRRE (TR P SR |

fofe ez forrates (s 9o 7ie) “Tfeay
GG W TU AL (MfREA, ©Le [0
236, G5! (T ) T &Y A1 IR | (7
TS, 2 oNee e St S StE; (o7 el
T2 XS 230 BES I I T, T
A @ (4 SRS I | 9T
A ATT OF Tele’ IO W€ 76 =29 -

R LI SR SN TCH TR,
T MR T 7 (@0 NS (N 2N |
(T TSNS, Y TSI
DG B G CANATT CANAT,

S = BoeTel- S 29 2 ol e |
(RSN, P (alivie 2 2l e, TR ||

TR Cov S el (MR @
(TR (TSI G0 ([ 0 7@ o7 Ab

MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023 | 49



TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

29 O OIF e TR FOR 9CERA—

O6l (RO (7,
TO G 285 179, F© Ferlferil fFarel |17

AN TR AR oA -z
8 I G [T s Forey fsfiel @
A Afey g —aafs o wesiw
o | AATOITS 7P A, CaNSAie NHwEa
feq-spiferst Rifors 7l corelfs fasficl 21w |
@ (ATF ST A Tiohey Fifeq afs seaE
oA 2ie T |

TR oCF AT W SN |
fefe qCeTte WHTs AT A ARICE
AT @R —! aSien g Tw )| @3
T fice folta “oited 7w 290s (@@
ool A% B ¢ SISy ISR anfs el
Trard FE0RA | (@A ff qcemies (@ 8
oo fafife (@ sieia 3=1) 3@ 1fS
ToRPIFIBE, o *Fitaq 7T affewmt |
T8 Sirer MR TAIT AT
TrorF A Ol I AfS 9ITTree @A
B0 ol B Iy T, WA TSI AR
B o7 |

S DO ACH B 2 I FCA | G
I, T, TR, AT seiidme
Flofey (e ¢ e [Kael oo | mifeTE
2 g, 53(ote Sntaw faf+ite wronfa
T SrRe e ol 43ierg, nifRem
APNME SART—9E! ©lgl 08! AYCTI
I — T I3 Wi Sz—F[ o
favge faae fweaces | S AR —geEs
S5y FIfS wTR @B =@ — AR
3 SFeFT TYLTA! Sioi LTl R
VBT S— (T 7T NS T 57 FACE,
7% B, (AL M Sec Fol O 7ol
2 I HLER— IR 202 A2 92 Ol
AISTE WIS | [ I@0=A (ST8 =1 (90T

50 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023

QTHA SN AT WA AIFCS (27
T GR IS (@ TS M AT
Tfefie @xvy @ e ABaFH-—
AT PICES ﬁ]ﬂ](ﬂ’—q\‘jiﬂﬁl(ﬁl‘ NEIESIN
F(F AT ACIA—E (7 IS JCE0=A |
©iz, [@U2F O T & IS FA (O
o 2T —

“AeRG (S 20T ; TICH| =% W2 (I,
TS G 9L O (I,
Ry FIRNTS AMF 4 I |
& FS A

GBI AT B OZPT S FFCETR
(AT SNEM, ETAT ©IF a2l {es
etz | fofv SrIa S e AW
OII— (@A N2, AIfEs, Aicgles,
Wi @ S eie €t (Tl |
8 BI91e] SIRCH, PieTiteTcad Sife 2figer 9¢fe
R Coltee | 95 61 BT Afei—“oIIeoT
R GF SN 2 R lblTon [ge Jrar
fafemr sl caite, Siaps AR
S SIS 256 (Fe(G ORE G0 TFIIFIG!
TCTR (AR 21@ SIS @I | IeCEH,
TG (T FIFDT, 98 (773 S0 |
TR SCHETHI2+ W& AR (AT a5 g [hg
& (ot TCRUGMICI A A=Y (T |
QBT qF [FERY eeaf (e WA =
N e TeTO T GF6l ACT! eyl
SJfA=ITe o e [Rwia e Sredie sz 7

I *A-F AT AT AT
3oz @9 ERIF (A0S @R 9T N e
AR *12 FoIe, SReat 2a1al S
S9N 8 TN G e «, A Tifed
Y OITwE bfe &, fifeqife 7o

B




TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

@ ST AR 21— TR e
el feates a1 (Ats S @Alb 2fener
T TCE T =l T A | 0l R
“PfeQ Ffer FJfR[is TSI’ qcE
AT FCACRA | S ACETCR-A—

“FRAPFT-STOS AT
(oI S =t #it2 Bferw «rTg
9 [ el B2 S SAHR;
A1 i R o cofw afee
wysiely frgfon W @ |17

SIACed ARFReT T2 Fors afsgs
(Cultural heritage) SIS “{*{Clsl B,
(tangible) @ SF={CA15T Sl (intangible) ¢
V2 O[Tl ©l5l | B19Ie) @ IR SR
Afezyaf woe @FeliF, @Il Zol, 2
T A, b, 2 SR FL (T, A 51
@ I offe T SR —Re (e
AfST2Ia 49 € ATF BIPE R I
AHOTO! AT TSI foet |

©fz MeriEvee A SR e
FE I @ENRPIRY € @FIRPRANS A2
FCS T e | @ A fof SiF iz
AR FZAN T (TS | 3 T Tl
Tal, ole 239 (Ves) Tofnernd ot fofe
FREZ FCARE T G-9Ffo G237

R S TR O AL 2R |
@I SR SJrela el o Svd TR0 ||

S —
Q@ 4 @2 A RN |
(2 S 5 S 7w | 17

2T 21Ty Y13 I2[ba 2ol A22e
AR | (RSN BOI-3 AL
TS 2 b5 o =l AHRE Faces | Resetaa
GF 927 AT (AT fofd @ woiwf Taw
AR OIF G GBI

7 #iite, fow #IITT aiteg 2ieifF |
e fom #AICS el e 1|

o R e @we—

GRS SN 2 -
(A ©ICH 23 |
SHCE A A
e ZE W | |

A™Y 2B FISTF ©vy WrETwe
T M wiven F03 AF [ e |
SRR (12 TR AN ST 2R Jferas
3l eI AL P e | AR
¢ fof qtarE— Ffoaiga Fivg e
TP, AT S 52 0o W0 BNBS 4TS W,
OIS AT N0, Tl FFAIE ST
B 5 AT #fFam-a7 (olrel (AT
@Y T& forere @I ffe, @Rifeey
TRATES FIE 5T SIS |

{7 T @t e, B, erefe e
FifK" Tl wnEge FeafReEs | T fof
AL T THACE, IAHNACTF 5l
0T | S ST AR R 2ffota el
AelleT Ca) Ol 2t etz | “AiiasE
AT ST Gt A 2 *IZAF GG
AR | (1 e Sisiovs =iifefarmetas
AIEKT T© SFE! (passive) 7, AFIG
(active) I”

“QIf¥ Region Study wi<fie Zifess w2y
TR Sraiol 914G 215N | 97w Forwiem
(AT (910 | G2 (Y OG- B Tor®
o2 ge TreTe € TS T T
S[PTH 2 | O =Tl (-39 S9N Gt
“f& & 793 @@ 5@l @ 4 omief
T &Abe R (61, O (1S 203 AT |
GFIR (T ACH (R G =g oike

MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023 | 51




TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

ol AR Mm@ o1 wgold

-9 Toige #Afps wiefie At Sl

6] | (MISTHB A AT WITiafeg
(@ Y G0N, 92 FIS SR
Ao Bo1 @R TRAT e o7 @61
AL Aeliet! |7

(FIF317 510, 7 T, i) de)

TATAE SN (ATF TIEACLT S
PRSI 2757 “ilem 17 | se Seay
Bfs Ml @ M Toltd Rl
(S (MeTl T—FAE 2fezP Arooael
AT &) | FRENAN (7 FoPSTEA| A
AAFIET v —aq w12 QAL O
TS | $F FIR ARl FT 9
A4 T 07 Ao 2R | gues @
FRAPHE TFIF 20O IS, Feewal,
AFSTHITE A e [ fzmf=ro zafe go e
I TWE AJRC T ATAGARIS] (2 |
wy Ae2E T OiF TIF RERle A
W Tl G IR Fsce R ot
JAMREA | 92 TCIRE, S590-9 FFHL
Face fafie s Bfte a7 faurew
“GTHE QAT (A YfEa oneg | @3
(T -IRACRE ALPe T2HIET (TP NN AT
) YACR | CONTHS TUeleT(3 PNl OOl
3 FIG SEHACT STSE 7o | AT (ATF
g (4 (oItaf | Sas! SIieEE o |17
—9 (ATF TR R A2 Ao FOO
SN 20 TR | IR AT A
AW AN I Zio FATF F20
TR | AR Bte s eite atem @
™ v GioTee anedi—=E yiems
(TS O 2 AR Foe] 775 (F11F 2R (74T
GRS (SoRb-553p AE) | (IR 24
IF &) SCel (A 9N (@GR FitaE
IR 2O | @ (AF FR (@RCS (GACRA
(@ VI I M 6 @R (@l
IfoICa IS F0I SN (T | 93 ST

52 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023

IO A Museum Guide I SR |
G | (5.9, TAH AHAITEN, A 2e)

IR FICR 7E Y fwet oror®
g, ©iZ Al 2w FAHA coeeE ol
Iafel AT AN G A 0TI |
NRIGI, IGOE € (ARSI (ATF 2
ABI PreTiel off2 fof ez 03w | gzl
TEIACH AFFE (I =01, goell,
R, AT 2epiin {2 A2 T | 8y
RezE 97 e weferaee fofq w1 A
TR G G FICE (2ol O (Feelfeis
7RO | 2RI ZHEAM *NE & TATIEGH
AR SEiiere 2o S 7521 AR ATl
R HBIFERACH FAAIR FICS |

Tl fBUACA Svob AlCel Ograaa
G G R/ NG AL S,
(2 e RT3 03 Af2 #lo (29 e
AR SR (@ IEPTICSE AR ISR
5 Sl W AR 2 27l FCaa | @
(ATF I FEHeR ARG wAlel AR | AR
2R € THECTHCAT &) A/, ATBIA>H
T G FFS 71 YT I 2 -
a3 Toim (JMte fofv =fsfaraeta ey
GUATRCE ) WifTgeR o190 |

TS WG (AF G B @
IALANCLT SGE (F4R O DB
Aifay afeesion oo ofent w1 @3
TR @ TR TR @1 AR S
@7 71 3202 O | agered 2al 2eTX
FoRS e 2feam, Teze el
ATOG HACH, IALATLAT (574 8 BT 2l
G 9032 G2 TRTF SOkl | ASTeF
AP TSI TTRRIF 0L (@ T2
8 TR A 2feRits Ff e AFfe
THCF ¢ RIS I TATE s




TRIBUTE ON BIRTH ANNIVERSARY J

TGO FARCE | AEFTOIS 7P (<0T O

foRer aAfew T=IF ST gFe
W | TOMb® AT G- GNFIT
(FRE SO, TS, sv08) FF foTrares
“Tm CAMBHICH SCARE A, M (Il
T SPTEF W T O(J M o8 (5
T =i+ i@z “Seafamies’ g aferm
Afaehre 23re AifFe”

S ORI AT T ATT R
— 2, SR, Wi AR 2]
ATTTR TF9 RO B9IF | ©IF Iw1el
1 AR R | ol SrART -9
SIfEFeC Qo FaT— RSl | 9t
DA, S, b ¢ FIFEREICH Sz
FACARCA QARG ATTAIICA] ST
2N | 910w Trots e e fer e
3l R — (TR SRR, (FIPHCEA,
IARTER el Sotmie Ao =itz | ©fF
IAHIL S FANEE TS| 2 2O
O Yol AT FCATRCET — (3 20T Y
OIS PN N TN ANCANCE (G
T, R, ©f foe w2z Fike © F5zv
QI | F F2-9F FAR G S0 A1
7 362 = Science of men in time.

SO ] (NS SO0 (AT
it gfeel Sl wem zen 3fearm
6T 5T | O (9] 1K A0,

U, FA P
WE SIS, (2 (oNIoRTBISI, SIhed oy fe—
9l (3 MR PG ?

7 T@ T el Bfe© 2 S |
ORI e ©ITd, (2 Y Srere, 2 76, T FE ||

S 9 e, i B, e we, a9E,
ARG T, TR Sovs

Y A9 O, GRfe, Reerst agw Rl
ATl 5@ SObb, (1A 000, TR SOdY,
w9 Sopv

©  ASIOFAR YCAIAIGR, FIXGTTFY!, ST
A 2i3res By, siegme, sovt

8 SCOTHAR A, TN LAY O @) AT
AP, (FIFFIOI, 2003

11 B o AR el T e B e S e O U
212 F9Z4, Calcutta University Journal
of Information Studies-¢ @IS, 7. va-by

Y JEOE ACWIAGIR, TR S A,
oeI7ld, TTGRA, FZGAS, 20T, 2053, 7).
S-S

1 (@ G ST, S 8 BRI
SCAE Srfos 2feant g1es=rer 4 @
Ao —SlRIoM el GICNfEaE §iS, gafisfg,
R05G-5Y, 7. 53-dY

v e nfen qzae, Fieizces SR ¢
ey fofEeatier, SIS @ w5 S’ |

> e s@Eael, Fra@and fag, 1 o
AR, FFS, T9IPT, 2038

So GIfAIY BOAIRG Gl S S5, SfeTeu-b,
-5, FERIF-GA 205

sy ‘Prgeas : qwmAIY @ 2 F) TUGe e,
GamI EECIRITE eeier o S6%, SfeTes-b,

-5, GIGAR-TG 2031 desh.co.on/story detail/
deshstory/an essay-on, Nov. 22,2021/12.09p.m.

49 IS

I OIS JCRINETR, F2-Trelelfs, I af i
IR, TeRme! |

T: 2ol TR N, FOR04, oo |

e (b1, Tt af o eI, seeret |

MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2023 | 53
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Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in the field of
different branches of Sciences - A Glimpse

S.S.F.l. Al-Quaderi
Cataloguer (Museum), The Asiatic Society

The richest asset of this great institution,
“The Asiatic Society” is its priceless
manuscripts, preserved in the Museum
section, which is a real treasure for the
scholars and researchers of India and
abroad.

The collection of Arabic and Persian
manuscripts of The Asiatic Society came
from different sources. At the beginning,
the Society received donations from the
members in small numbers.

The first gift was presented by The
Seringapatam Prize committee on the 3rd of
February, 1808, which was brought as a booty
from the Library of Tipii Sultan of Mysore.

Presentations were also received on
different occasions, from the Fort William
College and The General Committee of Public
Instructions. When The Fort William College
was closed, the entire Arabic, Persian and
Urdu manuscripts were presented to the
Asiatic Society of Bengal under the guidance
of eminent oriental scholars.

During 1870-1873, arenowned German
orientalist, H. Blochmann enriched the
Society with the transcription of the valuable
manuscripts.

In the year 1904, the Government of
India provided financial assistance to the
society for purchasing valuable manuscripts.
A large number of manuscripts were
purchased from different parts of India from
time to time by the society. Also, the entire
collection of the two Arab book sellers, who
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brought the manuscripts from Arabia, was
purchased by the society.

Alist of Arabic and Persian manuscripts
and printed books was prepared and
published in 1837 A.D.under the supervision
of ]. Princep (Secretary) under the title:

B e g 5 Ll &5 S poudan 9 (008 S nnygd

Another list of Arabic and Persian
manuscript was prepared by Mirza Ashraf
‘All during 1890-1895, under the Title
“A Catalogue of the Arabic books and
Manuscripts in the Library of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal.”

Basically, the entire collection of Arabic
and Persian manuscripts is distinguished
by the marks I, Ia, 1I, IIl and Ar, consisting
of different subjects, such as, theology,
history, geography, philosophy, arts, science,
medicine, grammar, sufism, biography,
ethics, mathematics, astronomy, astrology,
rhetoric and prosody etc.

The first descriptive catalogue of Persian
manuscripts was published in the year 1924
(Calcutta).

(I) Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts, in the Collection of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal.

By Wladimir Ivanow 1924 (Calcutta).

(I1) Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts, in the Curzon
Collection of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
By Wladimir Ivanow 1926 (Calcutta).
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(III) Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts, in the Collection
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (First
Supplement).

By Wladimir Ivanow 1927 (Calcutta).

(IV) Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts, in the Collection
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Second
Supplement).

1928 (Calcutta).

(V) A Descriptive Catalogue of the Persian
Manuscripts, in the third Collection of the
Asiatic Society.

Compiled by M. ‘Abdu’llah
Edited by M. Firoze
2009 (Calcutta).

The first descriptive catalogue of Arabic
manuscripts was published in the year 1939
(Calcutta).

(I) Descriptive Catalogue of Arabic
Manuscripts (Vol. I)
Prepared by Wladimir Ivanow
Revised and Edited by M. Hidayat
Hosain.
1939 (Calcutta).

(I1) Descriptive Catalogue of Arabic
Manuscripts (Vol. II)
Begun by M. Hidayat Hosain
Continued by M. Mahfuzu’l Haq
Completed by M. Ishaque
1949 (Calcutta).

(II1) Tabular Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts
(Vol. 1)
Prepared by K.M. Maitra
Thoroughly revised and edited by M.S.
Khan
1980 (Calcutta).

(IV) Tabular Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts
(Vol. 1D)
Prepared by K.M. Maitra

Thoroughly revised and edited by M.S.
Khan
1999 (Calcutta).

Among the collection of the Arabic and
Persian manuscripts possessed by the
Society, a good number of works which
are important and interesting on various
branches of Science may be discussed as,

Al-Risdla fi San‘at-Usturlab
(Yol dntio § Do)
ASC (1481)

A work on the construction and use of the
astrolabe, by Abu al-Rayhan Muhammad
b. Ahmad al-Birani, the most distinguished
astronomer and philosopher of his time,
was born in 973 A.D., in Kath, Khwarezm
(Uzbekistan). He possessed a vastknowlegde
in physics, mathematics, history, chronology,
linguistics, astronomy, pharmacology,
mineralogy, anthropology, Indology etc.
He used simple trigonometric results to
estimate the radius and circumference of
the Earth. Al-Birini came to the Indian
subcontinent as a traveller in the year 1017
A.D.and duringhislong stay he learned about
its people, languages, faith, cultures and its
castes. He acquired knowledge on Sanskrit
and also wrote a treatise on Indian culture
entitled “Tarikh al-Hind” (The History of
India). He was an impartial writer on the
customs and creeds of various countries, and
earned the title of “Al-Ustad” (“The Master”)
on his remarkable description of early 11th
century India. His other notable works are:

e The Mas‘idi Law ($332w0 O9il3) - An
encyclopaedia of astronomy, geography,
and engineering, dedicated to Mas‘id,
the son of the Ghaznavid sultan Mahmud
of Ghazni.

o Kitab al-Tafhim (mgsd 0GS) - A list of
Al-Biran’s literary production up to his
65th lunar/63rd solar year (427/1036)
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A diagram from “Kitab al-Tafhim” explaining the phases of the moon. Sun (right), Earth (left) and
Lunar phases.

Tahrir Kitab al-Manazir (,bledl @US 4,>3)
ASC (1487)

An Arabic version of Euclid’s Optics by
Abu Ja‘far Nasir al-Din Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Tasi born in 1201 A.D,, in
Tis (Khurasan). He was an extraordinary
scholar of his age. A polymath, architect,
philosopher, physician, scientist and
theologian. Tus1 was a well published
author, and he is widely regarded as one of
the greatest scientists of medieval Islam.
In the field of astronomy he created very
accurate tables of planetary motion, and
updated planetary model. TusI convinced
Hulaku Khan, the Mongol ruler to construct
an observatory for establishing accurate
astronomical tables for better astrological
predictions.

His notable works are:

e Zij-i Ilkhani (llkhanic Tables) - A major
astronomical treatise, completed in
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e Kitab al-Shakl al-qatta’ - A book on the
complete quadrilateral. A five-volume
summary of trigonometry.

Miftah al-hisab (<l 7lis)
(ASC 1458)

Atreatise on arithmetic by Ghiyath al-Din
Jamshid b. Mas‘td al-Kashi. The author was
a famous astronomer and mathematician
during the reign of Tamerlane. He was
born in Kashan, Iran, c. 1380 A.D. He is well
known for his knowledge on mathematics,
astronomy and architecture. His earliest
work is a description of a Solar eclipse
witnessed and recorded in 1407. Al-Kashi
composed the majority of his mathematical
treatise under the patronage of Ulugh
Beg, the son of Shah Rukh and grandson
of Tamerlane, who became the ruler of
Samarqand during the 15th century A.D.
Ulugh Beg was very skilled in mathematics
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Ulugh Beg Observatory in 2001

and astronomy. He built an observatory in
Samarqand (Uzbekistan), according to the
plans of the Maragha observatory round
about 823/1420 A.D. He invited over 60
talented mathematicians and astronomers
to the observatory. Al-Kashi was the first
director of the said observatory.

His other notable works are:

Risdla al-muhitiyyah - A “Treatise
on the Circumference”, a computational
masterpiece in which he determined the
value of 21 to 9 sexagesimal places.

Risala al-watar wa’l-jayb - A “Treatise on
the Chord and Sine” where he calculates the
sine of 1° correct to 10 sexagesimal places.
This precision was essential for the accuracy
of Ulugh Beg’s Astronomical Tables.

A short list of other noteworthy
manuscripts is given below:

(I) Ghayat al-su’ul fi’l Iqrar bi’l-Majhtl
Jsemall )15 Y1 st Dl
(ASC 1478)
A treatise on algebra, by Shihab al-Din
Abu’l ‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad
al-Faradi al-Maqdisi, known as Ibn al-

Ha'im.
Completed in 797/1394.

(II) Irshad al-Zara‘at delyl syl
(PSC1612)

A treatise on agriculture and horticulture,
by Qasim Yusuf b. Abl Nasr Tabbasi,
composed in 921/1515.

(111) Majmii‘a 4e gazmo
(PSC 1607)

A collection of treatises on the diseases
of birds used in hunting by Dust
Muhammad Sabal. Transcribed in
1087/1676, in the reign of the Qutb-

Shah Hasan (1083-1098-1672-1687).
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(IV) Tuhfat al-Masiha briuol] ddei
(PCC610)
A voluminous work on medicine, based
on various standard works, such as The
Qantun by Avicenna, Asbab wa alamat by
Najib al-Din Samarqgandi, Mijiz by Abu’l
Hasan al-Qarshl. The author Dominic
Gregory Bautist, surnamed Dakhani
Beg, was a Christian connected with the
Portuguese Church. He dedicated his
work to Raja Jagat Singh of Udaypur.
Date of composition 1160/1747 or
1162/1749.

(V) Ashkal al-Ta’sis ol JEC1
(ASC 1484)
A treatise on geometry by Shams al-
Din Muhammad b. Ashraf al-Husaini
as-Samarquandi, who was an eminent
geometer and the author of several
works.
Dated 1188/1774.

(VD) Anwar al-nujiim pe=ill gl

(PCC900)

A detailed treatise on astrology,
the preparation of horoscopes, the
calculation of auspicious hours etc. by
Qabul Muhammad. The work is chiefly
based on the Hindu system of astrology.
Dated 1200/1785-86.

(VII) Nakhlbandiyya EININES)
(PCC 629)
A treatise on the cultivation of various
useful plants by Ahmad ‘Alib. Muhammad
Khalil Jaunpurl.
Dated 1261/1845.

(VIII) Majma‘u’s-Sanad’i’  &lsa) oo
(PSC1621)
A treatise on various branches of
chemistry and alchemy, such as the
preparation of paints, inks, glass,
artificial precious stones etc.
Transcribed in the year 1300/1882 c.
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(IX) Al-Jadwal al-Mufid ~ 4éal JodzJI

(ASC 1502)

An astronomical table describing the
appearance of the Sunin different zodiacs
and stages (bl zoAll) according to
Islamic, Roman and Egyptian months
and also on the appearance of morning
and night etc.

Copied in the year 1301/1883.

(X) Sirr al-Asrar i L

(ASC 1508)

A work on alchemy by Abu Bakr
Muhammad b. Zakariyya’ al-Razi. He
was born in 250/864 at Rayy, where
he studied mathematics, philosophy,
astronomy, medicine and alchemy, and is
regarded as one of the great Physicians
of his time.

Not dated.

(XI) Tashrih al-badan Ol pid

(PCC 1086)

Atreatise on the anatomy of the Human
body, by Mansir b. Muhammad b.
Ahmad.

The work is dedicated to a Prince, Pir
Muhammad, Probably the grandson of
Tamerlane.

Not dated.

(XII) Kitab al-Kural al-Mutaharrika

Syl 6,50 LS
(ASC 1493)
Atranslation of an astronomical treatise
of Autolycus on the motion of the sphere,
by Thabit b. Qurra al-Harrani.
Not dated.

(XII) Tarbi‘al-Da’ira oI Aoy

(ASC 1480)

A mathematical tract by Abu ‘All al-
Hasan b. al-Hasan b. al- Haitham
al-Basri, the author was a great
mathematician, held the post of wazir
in his native land Basra.

N0t e



(XIV) Kitab al-Ukar

(XV) Kitab-i-Engineering
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SV oS

(ASC 1491)

A translation of the treatise of
Theodosius on Spherics. The work was
undertaken at the instance of Ahmad
b. al-Mu‘tasimbi’llah, by Qusta b.
Luqga (d. 240/854) and the rest by thabit
b. Qurra al-Harrani (d. 288/901 A.D.)
Not dated.

izl S
(111 845)

A voluminous work on engineering,
containing mathematical calculations,
diagrams and measurements to explain
various problems.

Not dated.

Apart from the aforesaid works, there

\m;,

30s W
§6¢

-

are a lot of valuable and rare manuscripts
available as a treasure trove for readers
and researchers from all over the world, in
the collection of the Museum of the Asiatic
Society.
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EVENTS J

Report on Dr. Panchanan Mitra Memorial Lecture

The Asiatic Society has organized Dr. Panchanan Mitra Memorial Lecture on 5th April,
2023 at 3.00 p.m. in the Humayun Kabir Hall of the Asiatic Society. Dr. Sujit Kumar Das,
Treasurer delivered the welcome
address. Professor Ranjana
Ray, Anthropological Secretary
gave the introductory speech.
Professor Basudeb Barman,
Vice-President presided over the
meeting. After that Dr. Panchanan
Mitra Memorial Lecture was
delivered by Professor Sarit Kumar
Chaudhuri on “Evolving Tribal

Situation in Arunachal Pradesh: "
Anthropological Insights”. LtoR:Professor Basudeb Barman, Professor Sarit Kumar
Research Scholars, Fellows and Chaudhuri and Dr. Sujit Kumar Das

many dignitaries were present there. At the end, the vote of thanks was given by Shri
Shyamsundar Bhattacharya, Philological Secretary to wrap up the programme.

e —

Report on G.S.1. Sesquicentennial Commemorative
Lecture

G.S.l. sesquicentennial Commemorative Lecture, 2021 was organized by The Asiatic
Society on 6th April, 2023 at 3 p.m. in the Humayun Kabir Hall of the Society. Dr. Sujit
Kumar Das, Treasurer, gave the

Welcome Address. Professor

Rajkumar Roychoudhury,

Physical Science Secretary,

introduced the speaker. Professor

Basudeb Barman, Vice-President,

presided over the meeting. After

that,the G.S.I. sesquicentennial

Commemorative Lecture, 2021

was delivered by Professor

N.V.Chalapathi Rao on‘A Journey

foiiie Cﬁentre (?f Feindh Snefpiihiciss L to R : Professor Basudeb Barman, Professor
from Kimberlites, related rocks N.V.Chalapathi Rao, Dr. Sujit Kumar Das and
and their entrained xenoliths/ Professor Rajkumar Roychoudhury.
xenocrysts’ Research Scholars,

Fellows and many dignitaries were present there. At the end, the Vote of Thanks was
delivered by Shri Shyamsundar Bhattacharya, Philological Secretary, to wrap up the

programme.
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PUBLICATIONS DURING 2022-2023

Bangla Bhasay Bijnancharcha (in Bengali) by Saradindu Sekhar Ray, with an Introduction by
Sabyasachi Chatterjee

In the Jungles of Assam - A Century Ago ed. by Subhrangsu Kanta Acharyya & Ujjal Choudhury
Maasir-i-Alamgiri of Sagi Mustad Khan translated into Eng. and annotated by Jadunath Sarkar
Uprising of 1857 : Perspectives and Peripheries ed. by Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty

Chinese Sources of South Asian History in Translation, vol. IX by Haraprasad Ray

Treasures of The Asiatic Society comp. by Minati Chatterjee

Rajendralala Mitra (in Bengali) by Syamal Chakrabarti

Traditional Ethno-Veterinary Medicines practised in Rural Barddhaman by Apurba Kumar
Chattopadhyay

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray - Life and Works ed. by Basudeb Barman, Dilip Kumar Basu and
Aparajita Basu

. The Rigveda Samhita, Basanti Bhasya, Vol lll translated into English with the Riks transliterated and
annotated by Basanta Kumar Ganguly

. When was India a Nation? A Study of the Evolution of India’s Nationhood through Ages by
Ranjit Sen

. Global Concept of Cultural Heritage Management and its significance across the Ethnic Groups
ed. by Ranjana Ray

Novel Research Works undertaken in the last century at School of Tropical Medicine ed. by
Krishnangshu Ray

. A Focus on Buddhist Studies along with the Land of Snow Gang Gyul in Tibet comp. & ed. by
Archana Ray

. A Critical Study of Phenomenology with special reference to Modern Developments in
Psychology by Tunu Bhattacharya

. Pyarichand Mitra : Karma O Srijan (in Bengali) ed. by Syamal Chakrabarti

Forest, Communities and Change : A study on specific North-East Indian Communities by Srijani
Bhattacharjee

. Collected Works of Acharya Brajendranath Seal, Vol. | ed. by Dilip Kumar Mohanta

. 75th anniversary of Indian National Army and Provisional Government ed. by Purabi Roy

. Lalitavistara tr. into Eng. by Bijoya Goswami
Bharater Atit Byakhya Prasange (in Bengali) by Amartya Sen, tr. into Bengali : Asish Lahiri
. Studies in Gandhism : A Selection by Nirmal Kumar Bose, with an Introduction by Prasanta Ray

. The Nitisara or the Elements of Polity by Kamandaki ed. by Rajendralala Mitra, rev. with Eng. tr. by
Sisir Kumar Mitra

. Caste and Class in Indian Society by Asok Mitra

. The Suryasiddhanta : The Astronomical Principles of the Text by A K Chakravarty
. The Dynamics of a Rural Society by Ramkrishna Mukherjee

. Madhyajugiya Bharate Sanskrita Sahitya (in Bengali) by Kalikumar Datta
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